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Thank you for requesting information about becoming a Grants Advisory Panel (GAP) member. The MSE Charity is currently building its advisory panel members who support our grants programmes by reviewing applications from individuals, community groups and charities and making decisions as part of the Grants Advisory Panel. 

Application Pack

In this pack, you’ll find the following information:

· Introduction to the  MSE Charity

· The Role of Grants Advisory Panel  

· How to Apply

· Role Profile and Person Specification

The MSE Charity

The MSE Charity is an independent grant making registered charity serving the whole of the UK. 

The UK has a massive problem with consumer and debt illiteracy. Companies spend billions on advertising, marketing and teaching their staff to sell – yet we get no buyers' training. The UK is in debt crisis, a whole generation is in debt up to its ears. 

The MSE Charity is designed to try and break that cycle of debt. 

What does it do?

Making the right choice involves information and understanding; to do that we need consumer education and support, enabling people to know what choices are available to them and how to make the right choice for their circumstances. The MSE Charity will support eligible individuals and groups who want to help eradicate this illiteracy through self-development or innovative projects. Grants of up to £10,000 are awarded across four strands: Individuals, Fast Track, Groups and Special Projects. 

Further information on each of these programmes is available from www.msecharity.com .

Where does the money come from? 

The money is generated from three sources:

· Donations from well-wishers. Anyone who wants to support the charity is more than welcome. For the many who've said in the past they'd like to donate to MoneySavingExpert.com as it's saved them money, the answer is to donate to this charity. How to Donate 

· An annual donation from MoneySavingExpert.com. A donation of over £200,000 at the launch of the charity, and it's hoped at least £100,000 per year going forward from MoneySavingExpert.com (see the MoneySavingExpert.com Charity section). 

· Revenue from book sales. All Martin Lewis' proceeds from his books Thrifty Ways and Three Lessons go directly to this charity.

The Grants Advisory Panel (GAP)

To support the work of the charity, the MSE Charity has a group called the Grants Advisory Panel or GAP. The GAP assesses, makes recommendations and decisions on all grant applications, and supports the work of the board of trustees. 

The charity is run on a day to day basis by the Operations Manager, who deals with all applications, administration and works with the GAP.

The MSE Charity’s grant making involves making awards of up to £10,000 to charities and community groups, working to educate and maintain better financial literacy for individuals and communities. Organisations can apply to the MSE Charity at any time for a grant of up to £5,000 – or sometimes £10,000. Individuals can also apply for the cost of attending courses on financial literacy to help improve their lives and those of their families.

The GAP also sets policy and criteria on grants.

The GAP was first set up about two years ago, when a team of six users of www.moneysavingexpert.com were recruited to help make decisions on applications and work with the Operations Manager. We've learned a great deal in that time, made some fantastic awards and our processes have been refined and improved. The GAP is now ready to recruit some new members to help build on these successes.

The Role of Grants Advisory Panel Members

The MSE Charity always receives more applications than we are able to support. So each application is reviewed by GAP members in order to choose the best projects we can, and ensure the money we have available is used to make the biggest impact ipossible to the individuals and groups who apply for support.

Individual and Fast Track applications are sent to GAP members for review, comment and approval by email so we can respond to these requests quickly.

The longer group applications are sent by post to each member. Applications are then reviewed and assessed against a scoring system which helps us to prioritise the awards. The GAP meets three or four times each year to discuss the assessments and select which applications are successful.

GAP meetings usually take place in London, and last around half a day.

Each month GAP members will review up to six short applications by email. In the month prior to the GAP meeting, members are asked to review around thirty group applications. This typically takes two or three evenings. 

How to apply

If you’re interested in this opportunity, please email us at charity@moneysavingexpert.com, by the 15th June 2010 attaching your CV and telling us why you think you can make a contribution to the panel. PLEASE MARK YOUR APPLICATION ‘MSE GAP APPLICATION’
If you’d like more information before applying, please feel free to contact  the Operations Manager on charity@moneysavingexpert.com 

What happens next?

We’ll be looking at the applications we receive on the 1st July and then invite some people to come and meet us for a chat. 







